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SYBIL BIRLING
Key features · development · paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mrs Birling turns social authority into a judgement about who deserves help. The order of revelations exposes the
limits of her certainty.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Performs respectability › 2 Judges an applicant › 3 Allocates blame › 4 Defends her decision

CLASS GENERALISATION PROTECTS A REFUSAL OF RESPONSIBILITY

“Girls of that class”
Mrs Birling, Act 2: interrupted generalisation about the young
woman

PAIRED WITH

“I accept no blame”
Mrs Birling, Act 2: defending her charity decision

METHOD → MEANING

The plural label replaces attention to an individual with a social
category. The later first-person denial protects her own
judgement from scrutiny. These show a persistent attitude within
Act 2, not a successful transformation. Dramatic irony deepens
when her demand to punish the child's father exposes Eric's
involvement.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Respectability as authority

Her position in the charity organisation
lets a personal judgement determine
whether someone receives help. Social
status is given a material effect.

The order of revelation

She demands punishment for the child’s
father before Eric’s involvement
becomes clear. That timing turns
confident blame back towards her own
household.

Resisting the lesson

Defending her decision makes the
investigation a test of whether public
service means meeting need or
protecting a hierarchy of deservingness.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

The strongest argument is about institutional power: as a committee member she can turn a personal judgement into the
denial of material help.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN…?

Why does Priestley delay Eric’s full revelation until after her demand for the father’s punishment?EXAM STASH · examstashhq.com
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