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MRS LYONS
Key features · development · paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mrs Lyons tries to secure love through possession and secrecy. Material privilege cannot produce the emotional
security she seeks.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Seeks a child › 2 Secures secrecy › 3 Fears losing control › 4 Interferes in adult
relationships

POSSESSION GIVES WAY TO PERSECUTION

“I took him”
Mrs Lyons, Act 2: confronting Mrs Johnstone about Edward

PAIRED WITH

“like a shadow”
Mrs Lyons, later in the same confrontation: imagining Mrs
Johnstone following her

METHOD → MEANING

The blunt verb admits that acquiring the child has failed to create
the secure bond she wanted. The shadow simile makes Mrs
Johnstone's continued presence feel inescapable. Her fear
escalates towards the knife attack; wealth has provided control
without emotional security. These quotations chart escalation
within one scene.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Securing the secret

The invented warning about separated
twins turns superstition into coercion. It
is a claim used to silence Mrs
Johnstone, not a proven rule of the
world.

Moving house

Relocation reveals both the family’s
resources and Mrs Lyons’s fear that
distance will not secure Edward’s
affection.

Escalation

The confrontation with Mrs Johnstone
and later interference expose
possessiveness becoming destructive.
Explain her insecurity without excusing
her conduct.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Her fear is real, but it does not justify coercion or interference. Distinguish sympathy for insecurity from approval of her
actions.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN…?

How does the secret intended to protect her family make her increasingly afraid?EXAM STASH · examstashhq.com
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