
EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

MACBETH
Key features · development · paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Macbeth knows the moral cost of murder. His tragedy grows from choosing power despite that knowledge, then using
more violence to defend it.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Honoured warrior › 2 Conscious murderer › 3 Fearful tyrant › 4 Defiant isolation

AMBITION BECOMES ENTRAPMENT

“vaulting ambition”
Macbeth, 1.7

PAIRED WITH

“I am in blood”
Macbeth, 3.4

METHOD → MEANING

The riding metaphor imagines ambition overreaching before the
murder; the later blood metaphor imagines violence as an
engulfing landscape. He presents retreat as difficult, but that is
his reasoning, not proof that he has no choice.

A HERO REDEFINED

“brave Macbeth”
Captain, 1.2

PAIRED WITH

“this dead butcher”
Malcolm, 5.9

METHOD → MEANING

The public labels frame a collapse in reputation. Both describe
killing: legitimate service becomes destructive self-interest. Ask
who speaks each judgement and how its political setting
matters.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

His final courage complicates his villainy without cancelling responsibility. The witches offer possibilities; he chooses to
kill Duncan and later orders murders they never require.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN…?

How does Shakespeare turn a celebrated capacity for violence into a danger to Scotland?EXAM STASH · examstashhq.com
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